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THE OFFICIAL

NUTCRACKER BOUTIQUE

Located in the lobby, Orchestra Level

Take the
Nutcracker
home
withyou!
Visit the Official
Boutique during the
intermission or after
the show to support
your local ballet
company. Find the

perfect holiday gift for
everyone on your list!

Murray McCormack
MATTHEW SEWELL PHOTOGRAPHY

SUPPORTING BALLET ARKANSAS




DIRECTOR'S WEICOME

Welcome to the Nutcracker Spectacular! It is our privilege to bring Ballet
Arkansas and the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra together at the Robinson
Center to celebrate this beloved holiday tradition with you. As one of Little
Rock’s most anticipated cultural events, the Nutcracker Spectacular brings
enchantment and joy to our community year after year. We're honored
by your presence, and we hope today’s performance fills you with the magic of the season.
This production is Arkansas’ largest and longest-running holiday performance, featuring

a cast and crew of nearly 400. | want to acknowledge the hard work and collective efforts
of our board, staff, company artists, community cast, crew, and volunteers. It takes many
hands to raise the curtain on the Nutcracker Spectacular, and | couldn’t be prouder of what
we'll present today.

Our season continues in the New Year at the Robinson Center on Valentine’s Day with a
full-length production of Romeo & Juliet, featuring the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra. Later,
we present Nouveau, sponsored by the Stella Boyle Smith Trust, with live music and world
premieres by renowned choreographers, and A Midsummer Night's Dream, Shakespeare’s
iconic comedy brought to life through dance—both at the Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts.

To secure tickets for these incredible performances or explore classes for children and
adults at the Ballet Arkansas School for Dance, please visit us online at www.balletarkansas.org.

Thank you again for joining us today and for making Ballet Arkansas part of your holiday
season. Enjoy the show!

Michael Fothergill
Executive and Artistic Director,
Ballet Arkansas

FROM THE PRESIDENT

As we embark on our 46th Anniversary Season, we extend heartfelt thanks
for your unwavering support. Your generosity has been instrumental in
advancing our mission to bring ballet to our community. Thanks to your
contributions, we have presented captivating performances, delivered
exceptional educational programs, and established ourselves as one of
the nation'’s top 75 dance companies and a premier dance school in the state.

None of this would be possible without your steadfast commitment. Your dedication
to the arts and our organization is truly commendable, and we are deeply grateful for your
support. As we look forward to many more inspiring performances together, your ongoing
involvement is vital to our success and sustainability. Thank you for being an integral part
of the fabric of Ballet Arkansas within our community.

Ann Patel
President, Board of Directors,
Ballet Arkansas



24|25 DONORS

Donations received from January 1, 2023 - November 3, 2024

NUTCRACKER SPONSORS
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frotocn Graphics

ONVENTION & i“.iHealth

C
VISITORS BUREAU

FOUNDERS CIRCLE $25,000+
Arkansas Arts Council
The Athletic Clubs
Stella Boyle Smith Trust, Catherine & Michael Mayton, Trustees

DIRECTORS CIRCLE $15,000+
Judge Hyde
Little Rock Convention & Visitors Bureau

Monica Lo MD & Daniel Sherbet MD
HR Sage Feldges, Meredith Loy, Keith Newman,
Olivia Sherbet, Aldrin Vendt, Lauren Yordanich

Matthew Sewell Photography

ARTISTS CIRCLE $7,500+
Dr. & Mrs. Earl Babbie
Simmons Bank
Sturgis Foundation

PRINCIPAL $2,500+

Anonymous Johnathan & Maya Goree, Rose Law Firm
Dr. Edward & Jeanne Anson Shea & Sarah Mathews Stacy & Shay Sebree
Arkansas Heart Hospita| Drs. Andy Terry & Julie Harris HR Catherine & Michael Fothergill
Arkansas PSyChiatHC HR Matthew LGI’SOI’)’A/’?IGN Kevin & Sara Shalin
Services, PLLC Jimmy & Sara Hendricks Clark Trim
Alan & Amber Bagley Ryan S. O'Connor HR Catherine & Michael Fothergill
HR Catherine & Michael Fothergill Robert & Amanda O'Neal Western Foods
Justin Bank HR Matthew Larson-Arziari Dr. Joshua & Christina Chance
Mark Pollack HR Brittany Dowdy, Matthew

Baptist Health
Central Clinic for Women

Larson-Arziari, Meredith Loy, Leah

Sarah Mathews ‘
Norwine, Deanna Stanton, Lauren

HR Lauren Yordanich

Dancers’ Corner ; ; Yordanich, Sage Feldges, Celeste
Cory & Dinah Davis Elizabeth Michael Lopez-Keranen, Keith Newman,
Dillard’s Ross Owyoung David J. Cummings, Kerridwyn
First Financial Bank Drs. Ashay & Ann Patel Schanck, Layla Terrell, Andrew
Meaan Hall Julie Robinson Przybylowicz, Aldrin Vendt, Andrew
9 Parson, Murray McCormack

Rogue Architecture

SOLOIST s$1,000+

Linda & Rush Harding

American Charities Emily Erkel Donald Hill
American Online Giving First National Bank Ron Holmes
Foundation, Inc. of Paragould The Hussman Foundation
Albert Baker Julie & Steve Fothergill IK Network Solutions
Boyette Strategic Advisors, LLC Marion Fulk Bethany & Chris Jennings
Julia Busfield & Marilyn Brown Amy Galdamez Les Moderns
Donna & Steve Christian Phil & Gail Garratt Dr. Angela & Kevin Rowe
Luke Coop & Shanti & Bill Halter HR Adult Community Cast
Rececca Dwyer-Coop Bob & Betty Brinkley Harrison Members, Ava Horton, Annalise
Guest House Inn & Suites Robert Herring Patel, Martha Galdamez,
Emmakate Franz

and Conway Management



Dr. Salvador Lopez-Arias
HR Celeste Lopez-Keranen

Charles & Ginny Moulton

CORPS DE BALLET s500+

Elizabeth Andreoli

Aaron Babbie & Ara Vallaster
HR Suzanne Babbie and her leadership

Brittany & Jennings Boyette
Melodie Britt

Entergy’s Community
Connectors Program

Jim & Charlotte Gadberry
Sarah Catherine Gutierrez

LeAnn Hackley
MO Cheryl “MeMe” Bryan

The Hatcher Agency, Inc
Kathryn & Brad Henry

Kaki Hockersmith
HR Rhythm McCarthy,

Anonymous
Sheila & Richard Bronfman
Jill Brown
HR of Russ Ranke, Keith Newman,
Celeste Lopez-Keranen, Meredith Loy
Lisa Brumley
Jacqueline Caldwell
Tod Cochran
Patricia Coelho
Paul Dickinson
Elizabeth Gillaspy
Falu Goyal
Jacey Harris
Vikki Harris

Allison Hester
HR Ann Patel

BALLETARKANSAS

Little Rock Regional Chamber

Gary Nash
Maria Porter-Hehnke

Chelsea Clinton
Mr. Eric Hutchinson
Abby Jennings
HR William Heide
Chris Johnson
HR Michael & Catherine Fothergill
Larry Johnson

Susan Karlheim
HR Deanna Stanton
Charles Lincoln
Renee McGraw
HR Summer Intensive Instructors 2023,
Meredith Loy, Deanna Stanton, Celeste
Lopez-Keranen, Kerridwyn Schanck,
Murray McCormack

$200+
Elizabeth Irby
Genie Jones

Susan Laney-Sheehan
HR Paul Tillman, Matthew Larson,
Toby Lewellen, Aldrin Vendt
Jessica Lasley
Vasili Lendel
Jay Lo
HR Olivia Sherbet
Maggie Mitchell
Noriko Nakamura
Katie Parson
HR Andrew Parson
Leann Rogers

E.B. Scott
HR Dr. Ann Patel

SPECIAL THANKS

Dr. Vijay Raja HR Layla Terrell
Robert Ritchie
Tyson Foods, Inc

Christine Mathews
HR Lauren Yordanich,
Sarah Mathews

Oksana Melnyk
Network For Good
Andre Paixao
Joi & Mark Pryor
HR Meredith Loy

Robert L. Razer
HR Andrew Parson

Ms. Nancy Secen
Keo Singkhek
Paul Sutherland
Paul & Morgan Zimmerman

Brad Simmons
HR Kerridwyn Schanck
Southwest Committee,
Cecchetti Council of America
Ms. Caroline Stevenson
Ruth Terrell
HR Layla Terrell
Tyler Turchi

Rose Virgil
HR Aldrin Vendt

Ravenna Wagnon
Ronald & Rebecca Werle
HR Annalise Patel
Lisa Yocum

Linda Young
HR Aldrin Vendt

LRCVB | Robinson Center | Robinson Center Box Office | Brian Oaks | Melissa Lattin

The Playbill | Rose Virgil | Vikki Harris and all of our Volunteers!

Conway Management

BALLET ARKANSAS CARE TEAM is a team of physicians, therapists, and organizations who
graciously support Ballet Arkansas, providing our dancers with top notch health care all season.
Ballet Arkansas thanks you for your dedication and support to keep our artists dancing their best!

Dr. Roman Ratycz
Chiropractor

Dr. Oksana Melnyk /
Baptist Health
General Practitioner

MACOM, L.Ac.

Margaret Goodloe,

Licensed Acupuncturist

The Athletic Clubs
Official Training Facility

David Covill o East Asion Herbali Special thanks to

Massage Therapist Marina Ivanovsky and tast Asian Herbalist—— ppy cical therapists with
APRN / Marina Natsuko Oshima, UAMS Health

?;%atgsc:ra Bl pretd Lifestyle Medicine PT, DPT/ Orthopaedics &
Lifestyle Medicine Therapy en Pointe Sports Medicine

Physical Therapist

VIEW ALL SPONSORS & DONORS HERE

www.balletarkansas.org/donors

We make every effort to properly acknowledge our donors. Please contact Ballet Arkansas
at info@balletarkansas.org or (501) 223-5150, if you see an error.



'The Nutcracker

Spectacular

December 13-15, 2024
Robinson Center

with the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra
conducted by Maestra Valery Saul

Music by
Pyotr lllyich Tchaikovsky

Choreography by
Michael Fothergill after Marius Petipa

Stage Manager Lighting Design
Alan Malcolm Josh Anderson

Stage Crew
Little Rock Stage Group Inc.

Community Cast Rehearsal Directors
Sage Feldges
Benjamin Piner
Meredith Loy
Aldrin Vendt
Kerridwyn Schanck
Lauren Yordanich

Special Guest Appearance
Mount St. Mary Academy Choirs
directed by Marcia McConkie
FRIDAY/SUNDAY SHOWS

Bryant High School Choirs
directed by Tanner Oglesby
SATURDAY SHOWS

Ballet Arkansas is proud to have more than 280 local children and
adults as a part of our production. Twenty-nine dance schools from
across the state are represented. We would like to thank the cast
for their hard work and dedication, and the dance schools for
providing them with exceptional training.

Ballet Arkansas would also like to thank Jana Beard, Allison Wilson and Shuffles and Ballet Il
for their generous support of Ballet Arkansas and the NUTCRACKER SPECTACULAR.

For the safety of our dancers and better enjoyment of the performance, Ballet Arkansas asks that you
please turn off all electronic devices and refrain from the taking of photographs or videos of the production.



THE NUTCRACKER STORY

ACT | - PARTY SCENE

The overture begins on a snowy Christmas
Eve as guests arrive for the Stalhbaum
family’s annual holiday party. Excitement
looms in the air. The Stahlbaums and their
children, Clara and Fritz, welcome their
guests and as the hours pass on, the party
grows festive with music and dance. Herr
Drosselmeyer, Clara and Fritz's mysterious
godfather, arrives late to the surprise of

all in attendance. He gathers the children
and tells them a story of the enchanted
Nutcracker, Mouse King, and Sugar Plum
Fairy, using three life-sized dolls that soon

become the delight of the party. Thereafter,
Herr Drosselmeyer presents Clara with a
wooden replica of the Nutcracker which
draws envious eyes from all the guests.

As Clara dances with the Nutcracker, a
jealous Fritz attempts to steal the doll for
himself and accidentally destroys it. Clara
is heartbroken, though Herr Drosselmeyer
mends the Nutcracker with a handkerchief.
To Clara’s excitement, he informs her that
magic will return the Nutcracker to its

original condition at the stroke of midnight.

After a final dance, the guests and their
weary children depart, and the Stahlbaum
household goes to sleep.

ACT | - BATTLE AND SNOW SCENE

As the clock strikes midnight, strange noises
are heard from the Stahlbaum parlor. Clara
emerges in the moonlight seeking her
beloved Nutcracker and soon after falls
asleep with the doll in her embrace. Strange
and mysterious things begin to happen.
The Christmas tree grows to a massive
height and enormous mice fill the room,
taunting the frightened Clara. She runs from
the mice, only to discover the Nutcracker
has become life-sized just as told in Herr
Drosselmeyer’s story. A ghastly Mouse King
rages a great battle and just as it appears
victory is lost, the Nutcracker defeats him
with Clara’s help. Ever grateful for her act

of bravery, the Nutcracker leads Clara on
ajourney to the Land of the Sweets.

ACT 2 - LAND OF THE SWEETS

Clara and the Nutcracker arrive safely and
are met by the radiant Sugar Plum Fairy and
her Cavalier. When told of the battle and
Clara’s heroism, the Sugar Plum Fairy awards
the two with delightful sweets from around
the world. As the magical evening fades,
Clara suddenly awakens in the Stahlbaum
parlor to the sight of the Nutcracker in its
doll form. Christmas morning has come and
Clara ponders if the extraordinary events

of the evening were all a dream. Only Herr
Drosselmeyer knows for sure.



The Nutcracker Spectacular
Friday, December 13,2024 | 7:30 pm « Sunday, December 15,2024 | 2:30 pm

ACT | = PARTY SCENE

Clara. . . ... e Lynn Johnson
Herr Drosselmeyer . . .. .................. David Cummings (FR), Aldrin Vendt (SU)
FIitZ Milo Smith
Party Children . . . . . . Rhett Eichhorn, Naomi Pruiksma, Savanna Smith, Martha Galdamez, Nora
Johnson, Elizabeth Umeda, Kinley Rushing, Rayna Philip, Lulu Wallace

GOVEINESS. . o o o e e e e e Erin Geohegan
FrauandDr.Stahlbaum . . .. ... ... ... .. ... Rachelle Maass and Jim Wise
Maid. . .. Lisa Johnson
Grandparents . . ... ... Jeanne Anson and David Ratliff
Party Parents. . .. ... ... Jenny Johnston and Danny Wood, Angela Rowe and Robert Herring,
Lisa Mundy and Ashay Patel, Jess Hunter and Gerardo Galdamez

BallerinaDoll ... ................... ... Meredith Loy (FR), Lauren Yordanich (SU)
NutcrackerDoll . . .. ... ... ... ... .. ... Benjamin Piner (FR), Keith Newman (SU)
RatKingDoll .. ........................ William Heidi (FR), Benjamin Piner (SU)

ACT | - BATTLE SCENE

Infantry . ... ... ... ... ... ... Elliott Fraze, Emma Long, Lillie-Jade Williams, Olive Chunn,
Martha Ann Adams, Halo Harris, Veronica Grigorian, Charlotte Maass,

Evelyn Selig, Caroline Hudson, Carys Deshotel, Clara Kate Winslow,

Norah Oakley, Jordyn Johnson

Brigade . . .. ....... Sara Dalvi, Ava Campbell, Addileigh Bailey, Stella Mangum, Avery Short
Commandants . . .......... Lilly Alexander, Breaker Evans, Anne Frances Glancy, Samantha
Thompson, Lainey James, Nora Stevens, Kennedy Hill, Piper Robinson

Lieutenants. . . ............ . ..... Elena Davies, Abigail Cargill, Deena Watson, Elizabeth
Miller-Wright, Layla Chatham, Jordyn Shepherd

Artillery . . ... ..o Cynthia Hildesheim, Emerald Looney, Sue Ella Rinaca,

Patterson Rae Hester, Azalea Farrell

Mice .. ... ... ... . ... Violet Andrews, Millie Castaldi, Ellanor Diemer, Sallie Garrison,
Kennedy Harris, Hailey James, Kerrington Keller, Annesley Keller, Avery Leis,

Boden Marshall, Mary Nance, Mia Ouyang, Kiran Patel, Violet Smith,

Charlotte St. Amour, Lucy Stevens, Libby Wallace, Sophia Weng

FaintingMouse . . . . .. .. . . Elijah Cunningham
Rats . . ... . . . . Carolina White, Hannah Garber, Kennedy Stewart,
Maddox Sowell, Marian Steward, Lauren Garber

COMPANY MEMBERS SHOWN IN BOLD
KEY: FR Friday | SAM Saturday Matinee | SAE Saturday Evening | SU Sunday

Casting is subject to change



ACT | - SNOW SCENE

Snow Queen and SnowKing . . .. ... ... Celeste Lopez-Keranen with Keith Newman (FR),
Sage Feldges with William Heidi (SU)
Snowflakes. . . .......... Emmakate Franz, Lauren Yordanich, Murray McCormack,

Brittany Dowdy (FR); Emmakate Franz, Deanna Stanton,

Leah Norwine, Meredith Loy (SU) with Eden Beck, Emma McGraw,
Haighlee Dorris, Matilda Ann Louvring, Lucy Busfield, Ellie Jennings,
Susana Conti, Alex Sebree, Jessica Gonzales, Mary Austin Griffin

— 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION —

ACT 2 - LAND OF THE SWEETS

Sugarplum Fairy and Her Cavalier. . . ... .......... Meredith Loy with Aldrin Vendt (FR),
Lauren Yordanich with David Cummings (SU)
Cherubs. .. ....... ... . ... . ... .. Madeleine “Maddie” Jones, Kate Machen, Sydney Sick,

Vivian Maune, Parker Kees, Layla Slatton, Addison Thompson,
Penelope Wright, Maddie Marshell, Emmy Kate Trimble, Sophia Molnar,
Evelyn Ann Hester, Chloe Bowman, Rose Lovenstein

Seraphs . .. ... Mari Bess Pulla, Darina Dementyeva, Jane Pulla
NutcrackerPrince . . . ... .. ... .. ... ... . ... Benjamin Piner (FR), Keith Newman (SU)
Archangels . . ... ... ... Heidi Nance, Helen Wierciak,

Bailey Claire Hitchcock, Rosanna Louvring

Spanish Hot Chocolate . . .. . .. Brittany Dowdy, William Heidi (FR), Kerridwyn Schanck,
Benjamin Piner (SU) with Anna Russell Brantley, Presley Webb,
Baylee Richards, Sloan Austin

Arabian Coffee. . . ... ... .. ... ... ... .. ... ... Sage Feldges, David Cummings (FR),
Celeste Lopez-Keranen, Aldrin Vendt (SU)

with Mary Helen Faulkner, Zoey Rippeto, Benlee Richards,

Gabi Dulaney, Abby Rose Chenault

ChineseTea ... .......... ... ...... Kerridwyn Schanck (FR), Emmakate Franz (SU)
with Ella Liu, Alisa Menyaeva, Audrey Johnson, Ella Edwards,

Chloe Chance, Allison Tuite, Ava Claire McGraw, Annalise Patel

RussianCandyCane . . .. .................. Keith Newman (FR), William Heidi (SU)
with Martha Galdamez, Savannah Morledge, Ashton Dickinson,

Savannah Bowman, Rayna Philip, Elizabeth Umeda

Marzipan and Her Shepherdesses . . ... ... ... .. Deanna Stanton and Lauren Yordanich,
Leah Norwine (FR); Brittany Dowdy and Meredith Loy,

Murray McCormack (SU)

MotherGinger. . . ... ... ... Tommie Tinker
BonBons . ........ Eden Harris, Annabelle Rash, Allie Umeda, Camden Smith, Lillian Senclair,
Cheslee Oxner, Barrett Robinson, Willa Dalvi, Emma Leek, Carlie Catlett

DewDropFairy .. .................. Murray McCormack (FR), Deanna Stanton (SU)
Flowers . . ............... Emmakate Franz, Kerridwyn Schanck, Brittany Dowdy,

Sage Feldges (FR), Leah Norwine, Emmakate Franz, Kerridwyn Schanck,
Deanna Stanton, Celeste Lopez-Keranen (SU) with Eden Beck,
Alex Sebree, Lucy Busfield, Ellie Jennings, Jessica Gonzales, Haighlee Dorris



The Nutcracker Spectacular
Saturday, December 14, 2024 | 2:30 pm & 7:30 pm

ACT | = PARTY SCENE

Clara. . . ... e Olivia Sherbet
Herr Drosselmeyer . ... ................ David Cummings (SAM), Aldrin Vendt (SAE)
FIIEZ o Connor McKenzie
Party Children . . ... ... .... Sawyer Beight, Emory Compton, Savanna Smith, Harper Owens,
Ryann Renfro, Hallie Young, Olivia Yu, Claudia Lasley, Flora Abraham

GOVOINESS. . . o\ oo Linda Young
FrauandDr.Stahlbaum . . .. ... ... .. .. ... Rachelle Maass and Jim Wise
Maids . ... .. Taylor Burke, Joanna Etheredge* (SAM)
Grandparents . ... ... Lou Ann Ratliff and David Ratliff
Party Parents. . .. .......... Danny Wood, Jenny Johnston, Robert Herring, Brandy Mimms,
Ashay Patel, Lisa Mundy, Gerardo Galdamez, Sara Shalin

BallerinaDoll . .. ........... ... .... Meredith Loy (SAM), Lauren Yordanich (SAE)
NutcrackerDoll . . ... ... ... ... ...... Benjamin Piner (SAM), Keith Newman (SAE)
RatKingDoll ... ... ... .. ... ........ William Heidi (SAM), Benjamin Piner (SAE)

ACT | - BATTLE SCENE

Infantry . . ... .. Lydia Hanley, Audrey Burton, Evelyn Westerfield, Eva Gutierrez, Betty Hughes,
Caroline Kilgroe, McKinnley Carroll, Jane Bright, Kourtnee Slaughter,

Hannah Rainosek, Ember Fletcher, Josie McKay, Ellen Blair Hastings, Finley Moore

Brigade . . .. ........ ... Beckett Beene, Natilya Carroll, Abby Davis, Clara Burks, Lucy Lewis
Commandants . . . . . Annie Kate Davis, Bree Gundolf, Braelyn Boatman, Samantha Thompson,
Ellie Moore, Anna Buzbee, Eleanor Swanepoel, Caroline Albright

Lieutenants. . .. ............. Reagan Word, Madison Lloyd, Deena Watson, Claire Cullum,
Layla Chatham, Jordyn Shepherd

Artillery ... .. ... Cynthia Hildesheim, Ann Marie Carter, Lexie Rose Smith,
Elizabeth Kilgroe, Molly Stuckey

Mice ... ......... Araya Adams, Aubrey Cate Beaton, Elise Burks, McCall Carter, Eden Clock,
Leighton Cornwell, Elaine Deng, Vivian Gray, Catherine Hall,

Ella Hanley, Hollis Hastings, Mary Tate Hoskyn, Margot Lee, Virginia Metrailer,

Avery Mobley, Lyra Pullen, Evelyn Richmond, Daphne Sims

FaintingMouse . . . . . .. . . .. Whitley Griffin

Rats . .................. Carolina White, Janie Chandler, Emily Vaughn, Stella Pounders,
Alaina James, Raegan Livingston

*WALK-ON ROLE  COMPANY MEMBERS SHOWN IN BOLD
KEY: FR Friday | SAM Saturday Matinee | SAE Saturday Evening | SU Sunday

Casting is subject to change



ACT | - SNOW SCENE

Snow Queen and SnowKing . . .. ... .. Celeste Lopez-Keranen with Keith Newman (SAM),
Sage Feldges with William Heidi (SAE)
Snowflakes. . ... ....... Kerridwyn Schanck, Lauren Yordanich, Murray McCormack,

Brittany Dowdy (SAM); Emmakate Franz, Deanna Stanton,

Leah Norwine, Meredith Loy (SAE) with Ava Lawson, Berkeley Brown,
Luca Peek, Gideon West, Randi Renfro, Anna Beth Bagley,

Carly Santifer, Shelby Fullington, Aubrie Durham, Sophia Janis

— 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION —

ACT 2 - LAND OF THE SWEETS

Sugarplum Fairy and Her Cavalier. . . ... ......... Meredith Loy with Aldrin Vendt (SAM),
Lauren Yordanich with David Cummings (SAF)

Cherubs. .. .............. Alexandra Johnson, Anna Li, Vivian Squires, Eleanor Onarecker,
Sophia Gunn, Abigail Rainosek, Maria Best, Madalyn Landers,

Cadence Huang, Elisa Morgan, Annabelle Miller,

Ginny Sandvall, Sarah Smith

Seraphs . .. ....... .. .. Josie Claire Seelinger, Sarah Kent Robinson, Brooklynne Hochstetler
Nutcracker Prince . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... Benjamin Piner (SAM), Keith Newman (SAE)
Archangels . . . .. .. Mary Eleanor Parnell, Heléna Ruby Bock, Miriam Parrish, Savannah DiCarlo
Spanish Hot Chocolate . . . . . Brittany Dowdy, William Heidi (SAM), Kerridwyn Schanck,

Benjamin Piner (SAE) with Sophia Little, Olivia Owsley,
Amelia Land, JoHanna Smith

Arabian Coffee. . ... ........ .. ... ..., . ... Sage Feldges, David Cummings (SAM),
Celeste Lopez-Keranen, Aldrin Vendt (SAE)

with Addyson Huffstutlar, Addie Grace Smith,

Mallory Westerfield, Olivia Jackson, Annabelle Miller

ChineseTea . ... ............... Kerridwyn Schanck (SAM), Emmakate Franz (SAE)
with Mary Caroline Boyette, Reese Henry, Chloe Timpa, Olivia Tabor,

Olivia Edmondson, Addison McCorvy, Tamara Davis, Whitney Prejean

RussianCandyCane . . .. ................. Keith Newman (SAM), William Heidi (SAE)
Martha Galdamez, Anna Claire Beaton, Julia Albright,

Harper Phillips, Lucy Scott, Jasen Brown

Marzipan and Her Shepherdesses . . . .. ... ... .. Deanna Stanton and Lauren Yordanich,
Leah Norwine (SAM); Brittany Dowdy and Meredith Loy,

Murray McCormack (SAE)

MotherGinger. . . ... ... .. Tommie Tinker
BonBons . .......... ... .. ... Gabriella Beight, Alice Clock, Madeleine Ogle, Ella Boeder,

Savannah Beight, Charlotte “Lottie” Miller, Anne Winthrop Rockefeller,
Rebecca Burn, Julia Mears, Jennings Owens

DewDrop Fairy . .. ............... Murray McCormack (SAM), Deanna Stanton (SAF)

Flowers . . ............... Emmakate Franz, Kerridwyn Schanck, Brittany Dowdy,
Sage Feldges (SAM), Leah Norwine, Emmakate Franz, Kerridwyn

Schanck, Leah Norwine, Celeste Lopez-Keranen (SAE) with Ava Lawson,

Gideon West, Randi Renfro, Anna Beth Bagley, Jessica Gonzales, Sophia Janis
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PROFESSIONAL COMPANY

y |

David Cummings Brittany Dowdy Sage Feldges Emmakate Franz
Third Season Fourth Season Third Season First Season
Sponsors: Robert & Amanda O'Neal Sponsors: Drs. Andy Terry & Julie Harris Sponsors: Drs. Monica Lo Sponsors: Dr. Angela & Kevin Rowe

& Daniel Sherbet

L i

William Heide Celeste Lopez-Keranen Meredith Loy Murray McCormack
First Season Third Season Tenth Season Second Season
Sponsors: Abby & Jay Jennings Sponsors: Dr. Alan & Sponsors: Drs. Monica Lo Sponsor: Robert & Amanda O'Neal

Mrs. Amber Bagley & Daniel Sherbet

Keith Newman Leah Norwine Benjamin Piner Kerridwyn Schanck

Third Season Sixth Season First Season Third Season
Sponsor: Megan Hall Sponsor: Dr. Julie Robinson Sponsors: Drs. Ann & Ashay Patel Sponsors: Suzanne & Dr. Earl Babbie

Deanna Stanton Layla Terrell Aldrin Vendt Lauren Yordanich

Twelfth Season Third Season Sixth Season Sixth Season
Sponsors: Charles & Ginny Moulton Sponsors: Edward & Jeanne Anson Sponsors: Clark Trim & Henrik Thostrup Sponsor: The Mathews Family

LEARN MORE ABOUT BALLET ARKANSAS" ENROLLED EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND

ADULTS, SUMMER INTENSIVE TRAINING, AND MUCH MORE AT WWW.BALLETARKANSAS.ORG.




STAFF

Michael Fothergill Catherine Garratt Fothergill Colin J. Neel Stephanie Ong

Executive and Artistic Director Associate Artistic Director Production Manager Costume Director

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
DANCERS OF BALLET ARKANSAS!

www.balletarkansas.org/dancers

é%%@/ﬂ— SAVE THE DATE!

APRIL 12, 2025 | ROBINSON CENTER

520 Main Street | Little Rock, AR 72201 | 501-223-5150 | BALLETARKANSAS.ORG

TEAM

Executive and Artistic Director Costume Director Creative Partners
Michael Fothergill Stephanie Ong Cranford Co.
Associate Artistic Director Photography The Playbill
Catherine Garratt Fothergill Matthew Sewell Photography — Accountants
Production Manager Bell & Company
Colin J. Neel
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President Suzanne Babbie Rachelle Maass COVER CREDITS
Dr. Ann Patel Justin Bank Sarah Mathews CoverImage
Vice President Lisa Brumley Elizabeth Michael ’;’Laizz‘gss;ve”
[ | Debbie Davis Hon. Charles Moulton
Dr.Alan Bag ey Ballet Arkansas
Dr. Amy Galdamez Robert O’ Neal i

Treasurer ; Company Artists
Dr. Andy Terry Frederick Gentry Ross Owyoung Sage Feldges

N Michal Harris Dr. Julie C. Robinson and Aldrin Vendt
Vice Treasurer Dr. Elizabeth Irby Dr. Angela Rowe
Megan Hall Abby Jennings Erin Russell
Secretary Chris Johnson Stacey Sebree

Amanda O'Neal Dr. Monica Lo Matthew Sewell




BALLETARKANSAS

ARKANSAS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Valery Saul, Conductor

VIOLIN

Andrew Irvin
Concertmaster

Kiril Laskarov
Concertmaster

Katherine Williamson
Assistant Concertmaster

Meredith Maddox Hicks

Principal Second Violin
Linnaea Brophy
Charlotte Crosmer
Leanne Day-Simpson
Trisha McGovern Freeney
Sandra McDonald
Tom McDonald
Magdalena Ryszkowski
Dan Santelices

VIOLA

Katherine Reynolds
Principal

Tatiana Kotcherguina
Timothy MacDuff
Julian Pranata

CELLO

David Gerstein
Principal

Casey Buck
Travis Scharer

Jacob Wunsch

BASS

Landon Honolka
Principal

Sara Neilson
FLUTE

Carolyn Brown
Principal

Mara Goree
PICCOLO
Mara Goree

OBOE

Leanna Renfro
Principal

Lorraine Duso Kitts

ENGLISH HORN
Lorraine Duso Kitts

CLARINET

Erin Cameron
Mason Sangster
BASS CLARINET
Mason Sangster
BASSOON

Sandra Bailey
Susan Bell Ledn

VALERY SAUL, conductor

Described as a “powerful presence on the podium” by Marin Alsop,
conductor Valery Saul is recognized for her dynamic leadership,
technical command, and charismatic rapport with musicians and
audiences alike. She is in her second season as Associate Conductor

of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra and also serves as cover conductor
for the Minnesota Orchestra, Oregon Symphony, and Charlotte Symphony
Orchestra. A master of multiple genres, Valery has led the Arkansas

HORN
David Renfro

Principal
Robin Dauer

TRUMPET
Ross Ahlhorn

Principal
Andrew Stadler

TROMBONE
Michael Underwood
Principal
TUBA
Ed Owen
Principal
TIMPANI
Rick Dimond
Principal
PERCUSSION
Erick Saoud
Ryan Lewis

HARP

Alisa Coffey
Principal

CELESTE

Carl Anthony

Principal

Symphony Orchestra to great acclaim in her Pops debut, Bond and Beyond, and with her
collaboration as Music Director and conductor of Arkansas Repertory Theatre’s production
of Hello, Dolly! This season she will conduct Ballet Arkansas' production of the Nutcracker
Spectacular as well as Broadway Rocks, Superheroes vs Villains, plus several community and
education concerts throughout the state of Arkansas. Valery was recently selected as one
of eight internationally selected conductors to work with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra
in a masterclass with JoAnn Falletta and Keith Lockhart. Valery is a graduate of Peabody

Conservatory.
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Give the Gift of Dance this Season! ¥
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o Official School of Ballet Arkansas ”9(
Classes for Children & Adults 74
Flexible Class Schedules
Expert Instruction ) 3
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YOUR GUIDE TO
THE BEST OF THE CITY.

MONTHLY IN PRINT. DAILY ONLINE.

ALWAYS SUPPORTING
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BEAUTY IN ACTION

DOWNLOAD OUR APP 9 11200 W Merkhem
€ 501-223-3120 866-988-8466
[=] \XM\Q“[R”\ 4 ColonialWineShop.com
Google Play : .

SHOP ONLINE: Delivery / Curbside
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Supporting BA’s Dancers as
official Massage Therapist of
Ballet Arkansas

AKHD

EYCEPTIONAL CHIROPRACTIC (¢’ ' V I L L

0367 Massage Therapist
www.thaitherapycenter.com
Dcovill@thaitherapy center.com
(501)264-0181

STRETCH Athletic Clubs

. ze Little Rock Athletic Club Little Rock Racquet Club I
your body as we|| as your ||m||:s. Downtown Athletic Club North Little Rock Athletic Club Ei

Free 5-day trial (family included).” [ J/NS/RINIROSGIS LRAC.COM
© @theAthleticClubs 501-225-3600

*Limit of two trials per calendar year. Non-members only.
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It takes teamwork to put
on the perfect show.

We're proud to support the arts, and
our neighbors on the Creative Corridor.

512 Main Street | (501) 944-9295 | cranfordco.com

PROUDLY SUPPORTS BALLET ARKANSAS

MATTHEW SEWELL
PHOTOGRAPHY

info@msewellphotog ph\ .com
msewellphotog

G @msewellphotography
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